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Deliverable D8.4: Final Meeting  
 
Introduction  
 
This deliverable sits within Work Package 8 – Scientific Co-ordination, which runs throughout 
the whole life of the FaSMEd project, but culminates in the Final Meeting, due in month 36 
(December 2016 in our Description of Work). Our Mid-Term Reviewers in month 20 suggested 
we economised for the remainder of the project and that we should consider limiting or 
combining the numbers of meetings we held. We therefore proposed at our Phase 3 launch 
meeting (Deliverable 8.3) that we should merge our two forthcoming events as suggested: 
our International Conference (Deliverable D7.6) and our Final Meeting (Deliverable D8.4). 
 
We agreed to merge these two events into a single two-day event (the joint International 
Conference and Final Meeting) which took take place in November 2016 (month 35) at the 
University of Maynooth, Ireland. The event drew together the consortium partners, members 
of the Strategic Advisory Committee, Evaluation team and key invited participants. This 
represented a significant international academic community of experience, expertise and 
practice in science and mathematics education with specific knowledge of digital technologies 
and Formative Assessment. The conference focused on disseminating the outcomes of the 
project and was more ‘outward’ facing. The Final Meeting facilitated discussions around 
raising achievement in mathematics and science education with a focus on implications for 
future research and policies and our final deliverables due at the end of the project: 
 
D3.3 Final Toolkit 
D3.6 Final Professional Development Package;  
D6.1 Approaches to raising attainment: Socio-technical approaches to the raising of 
achievement in Mathematics and Science Education;  
D6.2 Policy Guidelines: National, regional and EU policy guidelines for the provision of 
approaches to the raising of achievement in mathematics and science education; 
D6.3 Future research: Recommendations for future research. 
 
This document reports on the second Deliverable (D8.4): the Final Meeting.  
 
The programme 
Details of the programme for our Final Meeting can be seen in Annex 1. The event was 
publicised through a variety of ways to encourage attendance and participants could register 
for single days or both. We included it in our FaSMEd Newsletter (Issue 11, Deliverable D7.21), 
it was submitted to the Scientix website (with subsequent social media publicity), it was 
advertised on our Facebook and Twitter feeds, we invited specific individuals, and each 
partner circulated invitations through their own networks. 
 
The FaSMEd Toolkit: Reflections and next steps 
Our Final Meeting began with a session led by our partners from Germany and South Africa 
which reflected on the final draft version of the Toolkit website and facilitated discussion 

                                                           
1 https://research.ncl.ac.uk/fasmed/newsletters/  
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around issues such as raising awareness of the Toolkit, teacher engagement with the Toolkit 
and sustainability.  
 
Case study posters 
In addition to our individual case study presentations, each partner prepared a poster 
displaying key information on the case study. Our Irish partners prepared a template for the 
poster but the content was decided by each partner. The posters (A1 size) were professionally 
printed and laminated and then were displayed at the venue on both days. These posters can 
also be downloaded from our website2. The posters were not only to display information, but 
they served as a stimulus for discussion throughout the final meeting.  
 
Parallel symposia sessions 
A key purpose of the final meeting was to facilitate discussion amongst participants, who 
represented a significant international academic community of experience, expertise and 
practice in science and mathematics education with specific knowledge of digital technologies 
and Formative Assessment. 
 
For this session, participants were invited to join the particular symposia meeting that they 

felt was most relevant or where they could contribute more to: mathematics or science. 

Partner teams mostly split evenly into the different areas, especially for those teams were 

they had worked with both mathematics and science teachers during the interventions and 

case studies. In preparation for these sessions, we requested that facilitators familiarised 

themselves with two of our key deliverables: the case study cross comparison report 

(Deliverable D5.2) and the cross comparison of country studies (Deliverable D5.3). 

 

Parallel symposia on FaSMEd and Policy: Formative Assessment in Mathematics 

The mathematics symposia was chaired and facilitated by Dr Alf Coles (Bristol University, UK). 

His research interests are listening and hearing in the mathematics classroom; the 

development of classroom cultures; teacher development; ways of working with video; 

metacognition. In addition, Alf is a member of the Outer Circle of the Advisory Committee on 

Mathematics Education (ACME) and takes an active role as one of the members of the 

FaSMEd Evaluation team.  

The symposia group had slides to stimulate discussion and relate this discussion to the 

FaSMEd research questions: 

1. How can research-informed approaches help to understand and address key 

challenges in enhancing participation, engagement and achievement in mathematics 

[in particular to address differences linked to socio-economic status, gender, and 

ethnicity which appear to be linked to low achievement]? 

                                                           
2 https://research.ncl.ac.uk/fasmed/disseminationactivity/  
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2. What specific new interventions, or changes in policy or practice, offer the greatest 

potential to improve engagement and learning in mathematics and how could their 

potential effectiveness and feasibility be assessed more fully? 

The presentation can be found in Annex 2. 

This served to facilitate a discussion amongst participants about the reality of FaSMEd 

activities and tools enacted in mathematics classrooms across the partner countries. The 

interaction between Formative Assessment, technology and engaging tasks was discussed 

with a particular focus on accessibility for lower attaining students. 

  

Parallel symposia on FaSMEd and Policy: Formative Assessment in Science 

The science symposia was chaired by Dr Eilish McLoughlin from Dublin City University, Ireland. 

We chose Eilish to facilitate our science symposia as she plays a leading role in two major pan-

European projects focussed on teacher education in Inquiry Based Science Education (IBSE). 

These include coordinator of the FP7 ESTABLISH project3 (2010-2014) and a member of the 

coordinating team on the FP7 SAILS project4 (2012-2015). 

Each symposia group had slides to stimulate discussion and relate this discussion to the 

FaSMEd research questions: 

1. How can research-informed approaches help to understand and address key 

challenges in enhancing participation, engagement and achievement in science [in 

particular to address differences linked to socio-economic status, gender, and 

ethnicity which appear to be linked to low achievement]? 

2. What specific new interventions, or changes in policy or practice, offer the greatest 

potential to improve engagement and learning in science and how could their 

potential effectiveness and feasibility be assessed more fully? 

 

This session facilitated discussion around the areas of how can we support science teachers 

in changing their assessment practices and recognising and valuing scientific skills and 

competences that can be developed in science at secondary level. Further, participants 

discussed how teachers use and view formative assessment and feedback in science 

classrooms.  

 

                                                           
3 http://www.establish-fp7.eu/  
4 http://www.sails-project.eu/  
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Symposium on FaSMEd and Policy: Technology 

The second symposium brought all participants together again and focused on the role of 

technology and Formative Assessment in the mathematics and science classrooms. This 

session was chaired and facilitated by Professor Kenneth Ruthven of the University of 

Cambridge, UK. His teaching and research focus on curriculum, pedagogy and assessment, 

especially in mathematics, and particularly in the light of technological change and he takes 

an active role as one of the members of the FaSMEd Evaluation team.  

The following research questions were used as a starting point:  

1. How do teachers process formative assessment data from students using a range 

of technologies? 

2. How do teachers inform their future teaching using such data? 

3. How is Formative Assessment data used by students to inform their learning 

trajectories? 

4. When technology is positioned as a learning tool rather than a data logger for the 

teacher, what issues does this pose for the teacher in terms of their being able become 

more informed about student understanding? 

 

The presentation from Ken Ruthven can be found in Annex 3. 

Discussions focused upon FaSMEd recommendations for raising achievement of lower 

attainers in science and mathematics and the role of technology. Within this there was an 

emphasis upon recommendations for policy guidelines and recommendations for further 

research. These discussions have fed directly into deliverables D6.1, D6.2 and D6.3. 
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Annex 1 – FaSMEd Final Meeting Programme 
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Annex 2 – Alf Coles PowerPoint Presentation 
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Annex 3 – Presentation from Ken Ruthven 
 

  

  

  

  


